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Alabama College at Montevallo

JLn the rolling hills in the heart of the state of Alabama lies Mon-

tevallo, and it was here on October 12, 1896, that Captain Henry Clay

Reynolds, former officer in the Confederate States Army, first opened

the doors of Alabama College to the women of the state. Classes were

held in Reynolds Hall, present historic student union building on the

campus, typical of the gracious white-columned architecture of the mid-

dle 1800's.

There are now fifteen main buildings and fifteen secondary build-

ings on the campus. A swimming pool, eight excellent tennis courts,

practice golf course, and recreation halls have been added, and the edu-

cational program of the college expanded to meet the needs of modern

women.

Presidents of the college have been:

Captain Henry Clay Reynolds, 1896-1899.

Dr. Francis Marion Peterson, 1899-1907.

Dr. Thomas Waverly Palmer, 1907-1926.

Dr. O. C. Carmichael, 1926-1935.

Dr. Arthur Fort Harman, 1935-1947.



JOHN TYLER CALDWELL



DR. JOHN TYLER CALDWELL, a Southerner by birth, became

president of Alabama College at Monte vallo at the age of 35. Born in

Yazoo City, Mississippi, in the Mississippi delta area, he is a graduate

of Mississippi State College.

Later education and the war years have added to his world-interest.

He received his Master of Arts Degree from Duke University, his Ph.D.

from Princeton. He served four years in the Navy of the United States,

much of it in the Pacific area.

On September 1, 1947, he became the sixth president of Alabama

College at Montevallo, the state woman's college. He left the political

science faculty of Vanderbilt University to fill this post.

He is married to the former Catherine Zeek, of Nashville. They

have a young daughter, Alice.



Alabama College Faculty Conference

THEME:

CONSULTANTS:

THURSDAY
December 9

FRIDAY:
December 10

The Educational Function of Alabama College

Dr. Edward R. Walker, Dean, College of Arts

and Sciences, Florida State University; Dr. Melva

Elizabeth Lind, Associate in Higher Education,

American Association of University Women

7:30 p.m. Opening Session

Addresses by President Caldwell, Dr. Lind and

Dr. Walker

9:00 a.m. Forum Discussion: The Educational

Functions of Alabama College as a College for

Women

2:00 p.m. Forum Discussion: The Educational

Functions of Alabama College as a Small State-

Supported College

Alabama College Student Conference
THEME:

CONSULTANT:

FRIDAY:
December 10

What Do I Want From Alabama College?

"What Should College Give Me for More Suc-

cessful Living?" a paper by Mrs. Barbara Slater

Jones, Fayetteville, Arkansas. (Read by Dr. Hallie

Farmer)

Dr. Constance Warren, Former President, Sarah

Lawrence College, and author of A Neiv Design

for Women's Education

9:00 a.m. Forum Discussion

11:30 a.m. Address by Dr. Constance Warren

2:00 p.m. Forum Discussion

Marian Hughes Concert
FRIDAY:
December 10

8:00 p.m. The public is cordially invited.

Miss Hughes is a graduate of Ala-

bama College, Class of '41.



INAUGURATION PROGRAM

Saturday, December 11, 1948
11:00 o'clock—Palmer Hall

Presiding Austin R. Meadows
B.S., M.S., Ph.D., State Superintendent of Education

Processional Harrison D. LeBaron
A.B., M.A., A. A. CO., Director, School of Music

The Marshals

The President, Board of Trustees and other Platform Guests

The Official Delegates

The President of the Alumnae Association

The Holders of Alabama College Honorary Degrees

The Faculty

The Senior Class

Invocation The Reverend Conrad Myrick
A.B., B.D., Rector, St. Andrews Episcopal Church. Birmingham

The National Anthem Francis Scott Key

Address of Welcome on Behalf of

the People of Alabama His Excellency, Governor James E. Folsom

Greetings from Student Body, Alumnae and Faculty

On Behalf of the Student Body Miss Price Pendergrass, '49

On Behalf of the Alumnae Mrs. Ruth Scott Parker, '31

B.M., President of Alumnae Association

On Behalf of the Faculty T. H. Napier

B.S., M.A., Ph.D., Dean of Alabama College

Vocal Solos

How Beautiful the Feet, from the Oratorio, The Messiah Handel

Let the Bright Seraphim, from the Oratorio, Samson Handel

MARIAN HUGHES, B.M., Alabama College, Class of '41

Accompanist, Leo Polski

Inauguration of John Tyler Caldwell, B.S., M.A., Ph.D.

by the State Superintendent of Education

Inaugural Address President John T. Caldwell

Recognition of Representatives of Institutions

and Organizations Milton Lee Orr
B.S., M.A., Ph.D., Chairman, Inauguration Exercises

Alma Mater Charles Calkins

Recessional Harrison D. LeBaron



DELEGATES FROM COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES*

Date of
Founding

1746 Princeton University Mr. Robert Jemison III

1830 Spring Hill College President W. Patrick Donnelly

1831 University of Alabama Dr. Agnes Ellen Harris

1838 Judson College President
J.

I. Riddle

1842 Howard College President Harwell Davis

1842 Marion Institute Commander D. M. Miller

1843 Athens College President E. R. Naylor

1854 Huntingdon College President Hubert Searcy

1856 Birmingham-Southern College Dean Henry T. Shanks

1872 Vanderbilt University Chancellor Harvie Branscomb

1872 Alabama Polytechnic Institute President Ralph B. Draughon

1872 Florence State Teachers College Acting President F. E. Lund

1882 Jacksonville State Teachers College President Houston Cole

1883 Livingston State Teachers College President W. W. Hill

1887 Troy State Teachers College President C. B. Smith

1892 Saint Bernard College Reverend John Capesius

1898 Snead College President Festus Cook

DELEGATES FROM PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

1856 Alabama Education Association Raymond D. Hurlbert

1881 American Association of University Women Dr. Melva Lind

1895 Southern Association of Colleges and

Secondary Schools Dean Andrew C. Smith

1903 American Association of University Women
Southern Region Dr. Anne Pannell

1915 Association of American Colleges Dr. George R. Stuart

1922 Southern Association of

Colleges for Women Dr.
J.

I. Riddle

*Alabama colleges plus Princeton University from which Doctor Cald-

well received his doctorate and Vanderbilt University in which he

taught.



"THE NEW BIRTH"

{Inaugural Address}

May I express my appreciation for the honor done to Alabama

College by the presence of you delegates and visitors here today ?

This ceremony, in which a new President of Alabama College

is formally acknowledged and tendered the responsibilities

of his office, touches me profoundly. I accept humbly the hon-

or and responsibility.

/ pledge the Board of Trustees and the people of Alabama at

this moment my highest intent and earnest effort to administer

the affairs of the College to the very best of my ability, as hon-

estly as I can, and as nearly as I am able in accord with the prin-

ciples of our great spiritual heritage of Christian living.

More than this I can not attempt. A lesser goal would be un-

worthy and would be a discredit to the hopes, faith, and labors

of my distinguished predecessors, to these students, and to this

faculty.

Delaying an inauguration for more than a year is not a good
idea from several standpoints. I do not commend it to Pres-

idents Draughon, Gallalee, and Norton.

But it affords me the opportunity of saying truthfully that

I shall never be able to thank enough the wonderful Staff and

student body of this College for the tolerance, understanding,

and earnest effort to help me get my sea legs on this voyage.

They have been tolerant, they have been understanding, they

have been invaluable in their help and advice.

As my sealegs grow steadier I have every confidence we
shall retain the fine standards established under the leadership

of Captain Reynolds, President Peterson, President Palmer,

President Carmichael, and finally by my able and disting-

uished immediate predecessor, Dr. Arthur Fort Harman, who
passed away on Founder's Day, October 12, this year.

Let me not forget, I pray, that what Alabama College now
proudly is, is the product of every girl, every teacher, every



trustee, every gardener, every dean, every taxpayer, every presi-

dent who passed this way and did his bit.

Through The Looking Glass

I have chosen as a subject for my remarks: "The New Birth"

or "Alice in Wonderland". Any resemblance of the subject to

recent events or newly arrived persons to this campus is en-

tirely deliberate and premeditated on my part. If the recent ar-

rival objects to having her name used here, she may sue her

father when she comes of age in October 1966, A.D.

All here recall Lewis Carroll's sprightly and gentle classics,

"Alice in Wonderland" and "Through the Looking Glass."

Alice, a little blond-headed child, grown drowsy from

picking daisies, was not greatly surprised to see a Rabbit walk

by, nor to hear him speak plain English. But when the Rabbit

pulled a watch from his waistcoat-pocket, Alice, burning with

curiosity (natural for a woman) just had to follow him to his

hole.

At this point, as one who has recently accepted a College

Presidency, I find myself sympathizing with Alice. For the

story records "In another moment down went Alice after it

(the rabbit), never once considering how she would get out

again". President Draughon, President Gallalee, and President

Norton (and our wives, God bless them) are among the more
recent sympathizers who surely join me in a fellow feeling for

Alice's venture down the hole.

/ cannot refrain from saying here how much Alice in Won-
derland at one place reminded me forcefully of Alice of Flow-

erhill. Shortly after Alice arrived in Wonderland, she wept a

lake of tears and flooded the surrounding area. Then after

she, the mouse and others had arrived on dry land and sat for

a time, the mouse asked Alice "How are you getting on now,

my dear?" "As wet as ever" said Alice "It doesnt seem to dry

me at all"

But I must begin soon what I have to say. You will remem-

ber that the Mock Turtle began his personal history with the

command to Alice and her companion, "Sit down, both of you,



and don't speak a word till I've finished." Then when nobody

spoke for some minutes, Alice thought "I don't see how he can

ever finish, if he doesn't begin." So, as the Mock Turtle final-

ly did, I shall begin. (Not with his words, however, for he be-

gan, "Once I was a real turtle." All I can say is—with some

nostalgia
—

"Once I was a teacher.")

A New Birth

"The New Birth" has reference first of all to the Scriptural

passage in which Jesus said to Nicodemus, "Except a man be

born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God," and that, "Ex-

cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter

into the Kingdom of God .... Marvel not that I said unto thee,

Ye must be born again."

Secondly, "The New Birth" refers to a passage in Lincoln's

Gettysburg Address, when he said: "That this nation, under

God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government

of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish

from the earth."

Nations are reborn when its citizens are reborn, that is, when
its people as individual men and women discover their innate

sense of spiritual values, revamp their aims in terms of moral

and ethical achievement, and assert their faith in the validity

of kindness, gentleness, goodness, mercy, love, honesty, peace

and so on.

Finally, then, "The New Birth" refers to the purpose and pro-

cess of education, which to all who participate in it, to teacher

as well as learner, and to all levels, is the continual unfolding in

the mental horizons of men and women of broader horizons,

new insights, deeper meaning, purer loves, loftier ideals, better

reasons for courage, more significant skills.

The Cutting Edge

Such are the potentialities of education which make it wor-

thy. A great head of this institution, Dr. O. C. Carmichael, now
President of the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of



Learning, said recently that "education represents the cutting

edge of progress." Indeed it is. If the findings of the physical

sciences and social sciences are true, they will undoubtedly lead

on and on, progressively, to man's high destiny toward which

the humanists have already penetrated and dimly defined. But

if these heights are to be reached by mankind, all men and wo-

men must see the goal clearer and find the paths more surely.

Goals are important. Alice found it so when she was confus-

ed and asked the Cheshire Cat, "Would you tell me, please,

which v/ay I ought to go from here?"

"That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,"

said the cat.

"I don't much care where—," said Alice.

"Then it doesn't matter which way you go," said the cat.

"—so long as I get somewhere," Alice added as an explana-

tion.

"Oh, you're sure to do that," said the cat, "if you only walk

long enough."

Who Is To Lead ?

Since education must take its goals from the society which it

serves, let's have a look at our American society's goals. Or do

they exist? And who established them? I know they do not ex-

ist alike in all of our thoughts. And I doubt that agreement is

sufficiently widespread for the nation as a whole to claim them.

Perhaps the goals will just unfold as we go along. Perhaps. But

I prefer not to adopt the Alice in Wonderland policy of just

walking long enough to get "somewhere." I like to see a goal

ahead. Let it be an ideal, if you please.

Thus we come squarely to the question of who is to take the

lead in establishing our goals. And, clearly enough, the answer

is: We are! You and I, each generation of us, will make some

contribution to defining the goals, be they high ones or low ones.

So those we educate today in our colleges will be setting

goals tomorrow, or else we will just drift to "somewhere."

What then are our ideals here at Alabama College?

Let me speak for myself and trust that my friends and col-

leagues will not be too much offended.



Our Purposes

Our goals here, as I see it, are: first, to assist each young

woman who comes to us to find herself a beautiful creature

of the Most High God endowed with many wonderful and

special talents.

Second, to assist her to find that her fellow man, regardless

of race or creed, is her brother man, possessing dignity and in-

herent goodness, and that her most important talent to develop

is her power to love that fellow man as she herself would be

loved.

Third, to assist her in discovering that no part of existence

is insignificant, but that each contributes to the unity which

constitutes being.

Finally, to bring to her consciousness a sharper awareness of

a Universal Cause, a Universal Order, and a Universal Des-

tiny in which she is obliged to participate. This is a big job. But

it is our job.

These are the goals of a liberal education. In the proportions

they are achieved in our students, our society will be improved.

Sometimes it might be wondered how with our secularism and

scientism we can work toward these goals in our institutions

of higher learning.

The answer is again found in the essential unity of all true

knowledge. If the physical and biological sciences appear to

delve only into the secrets of the material universe, we can take

reassurance from the fact that the more we learn about that

univeise the closer we come to the truths about Universal Cause

and Universal Order.

Toward A Better World

// the frontiers of a psychology are progressively pushed back

and its findings made known to men and women for everyday

living, those who learn of it will discover perhaps but the an-

cient preachings of Jesus and Paul and John who admonished
their hearers that the best psychology of all was to love one

another, and who knew that hate, false pride, false knowledge.



self-love, and selfishness were the real demons of man's life,

doing injury to his mind and body and society.

If the sciences of society—sociology, anthropology, political

science, and economics—are properly pursued, they will reveal

the mechanics of a more orderly society, here and now, where

the Golden Rule can hold sway, in which man meets brother

man and common objectives are worked out harmoniously and

peaceably, in which wealth rewards honesty, nobleness, moral

courage, and unselfishness, and base motives are penalized.

Here too the truths about mankind will begin to destroy the

divisions in men's minds which separate people by artificial

and superficial devices created out of selfishness, pride, am-

bition, hate, and most of all, by ignorance.

The pursuit of man's ideals, hopes, joys, tragedies, and tri-

umphs, in the literature, the drama, and poetry of our own and

other tongues, inspires the student to formulate his own phil-

osophy, inspires him — if truly taught — to identify his destiny

with that of other men and seek a reconciliation of conflict.

These accomplishments are not un-Christian.

It is in the best tradition of the Hebrew-Christian heritage

that these disciplines were developed and are available in order

to free men's minds of ignorance, prejudice, and hate.

The Student Discovers

The arts help Jane and Ellen and Sylvia find the thrill of

creating something meaningful and beautiful, and of doing it

themselves. Jane learns to link her individual achievement with

the possibilities of all men who are in the business of reflect-

ing their Creator. She learns the thrill of producing beauty and

grace in form of movement or sound or speech or color. These

attributes are mental and spiritual, not material.

It is no accident that artists are passionate in their love of

freedom. They know they would never have discovered them-

selves except in an atmosphere of freedom.

Do I omit the vocationalist ? No, indeed not. To become an

effective member of our economy is a worthy accomplishment

and an obligation which educational institutions must support.



I hasten to point out, however, that the "liberally" educated

man or woman is best equipped to pursue successfully any vo-

cation chosen and trained for.

There is no home economist, no pianist, no laboratory tech-

nician, no physiotherapist, no social worker, no administrator,

no teacher, who wisely will omit the liberalizing value of the

sciences and humanities from her formal education.

On all this I should say more. But I move on to ask: What
kind of society, then will these girls so educated want to estab-

lish? What will this kind of education cost? Will it be worth it?

Let Us Achieve

/ am amused as I lay out before you my ideas of society, for

I think of Alices saying to the White Queen: "There's no use

trying, one can't believe impossible things ." To which the

Queen replied:
rT dare-say you haven't had much practice.

When I was your age, I always did it for half-an-hour a day.

Why, sometimes I've believed as many as six impossible things

before breakfast—." Some older heads here may be thinking

that of me now.

The kind of society our Alabama College education is cal-

culated to produce will have several characteristics.

First, it will be a free society in which the individual 's per-

sonality is the most important consideration. Happy, well-ad-

justed persons will be the principal objective of public and pri-

vate endeavors. Freedoyn to worship, think, read, investigate

and to speak will not be questioned.

Second, it will be a just society, in which the standards of

success and reward will be honesty, service, intelligence, un-

selfishness, and responsibility.

Third, it will be a secure society, in which a wife and hus-

band can build a family and a home free from fear, secure in

the knowledge that theirs and their children s future will not

be penalized because of society's failure to function with reason-

able order and responsibility.

Fourth, it will be a society of opportunity in which a person

with intelligence, initiative, energy, skill, courage and foresight



will be rewarded for his useful accomplishments that benefit

his fellowman.

Fifth, it will be a society at peace, in which the growth of

international understanding will have overshadowed the div-

isions among men and the psychology of love will have sup-

planted fear, ignorance, and hate.

Finally, it will be a happy society shaken loose from sord-

idness, tawdriness, and shallowness, finding inner resources

more joyous, more sustaining, uplifting, and relaxing than

ivhat today passes too often for entertainment and which is

really a spoliation of character and standards.

I do not know whether the government of our new society

will have three branches or not. I do not know whether or not

there will be a National Labor Relations Board or a TVA or

a Federal Trade Commission or a State Utilities Commission

or Federal Aid to education or a UNO or not. I do not even

know whether individual enterprise capitalism will be a part of

the New Society or not.

These are all devices which one generation of citizens has

thought necessary and later generations may retain, modify

or abolish. I happen to believe them all to be extremely use-

ful devices now for moving toward our ethical goal, which is

not well-defined. What is important, and perhaps the only thing

about the organized social order that really matters, is that

the people of each generation always must be free to change

it and adapt it to their chosen ends.

This is the sine qua non of democratic accommodation, ad-

justment, and progress. This, incidentally, is what a free people

will demand. And it places on the people a great responsibility.

And Better Education

The kind of education which free people require is, there-

fore, the very best the society can afford—no less. Chiefly we
need our share of the ablest people of our society on the teach-

ing staffs of our educational institutions from the kinder-

garten through the grade schools. Faculties are the core of the

educational process.



We can not, in our highly advertised society, where material

well-being has become the standard of prestige and success,

expect our ablest sons and daughters to choose a profession

which requires its members to spend years and money in pre-

paration only to find it difficult to raise and educate a family

on the average expected income, much less to enjoy the ordin-

ary material advantages of a car, home ownership, and some

travel.

It would perhaps be well to have every teacher of economics

and related social sciences spend some time in the workaday

world of business for maturity of viewpoint. But those who
complain that the teachers of economics, for example, are "not

practical" and that they are "undermining our system" cannot

expect to purchase maturity, poise, wide knowledge, experience

and intensive training for from $2,500 to $4,000 a year. Under

the present circumstances, we can be grateful that we have as

little as we do of the wrong kind of criticism of our social

system.

Ladies and gentlemen, I put it to you as a proposition that if

this State will dig deeper into its taxable jeans and plan better

the overall application of its dollars for higher education in

the State, your sons and daughters tomorrow will call you bles-

sed as will their sons and daughters. We want industrial and

agricultural progress in this grand State of Alabama and in

this great region of opportunity and we are getting some of it.

But we constantly are tempted to talk and act as if education

were just another cost of government. My friends, if you would

reduce the breadlines of the future, if you would obliterate the

Communist of the future, if you would eliminate the ugliness

of your cities and rural slums, if you would raise the standards

of your public servants, if you would increase the capitalization

of your banks, if you would extend the number of home owners,

if you would curb delinquency, if you wish this region to boom
as it blossoms into the full splendor of a new day, educate your

people.

I think, finally, that if we strive to do a proper job at Alabama
College and at all our sister and brother institutions, public

and private, in bringing about a continual rebirth in the minds



of each student of this generation, we shall bring about also

a new birth of freedom and prosperity to this whole blessed

land. How much will it coast? I did not ask. I only ask my
hearers today if there is any task more important, or if there

is any need more urgent. I only ask if we are doing all we can.

Or if we think education is just another item on which we can

practice "economy."

The words of John in Revelation are applicable here: "I know
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert

cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold

nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth."

This generation can not afford lukewarmness toward the

moral issue of whether or not education is our most important

public endeavor. "Through the Looking Glass" contains the final

answer to the importance of education in today's battle of ideas.

Tweedledee and Tweedledum were preparing themselves for

their personal battle with each other. Alice was arranging a

neck protector for Tweedledee "to keep his head from being

cut off."

"You know" he said gravely, "it's one of the most serious

things that can possibly happen to one in a battle—to get one's

head cut off."



To The President's House








